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Source �les: Merc 2.0    Published: 1993  Family: Diku

Source �les: NiMUD  Published: 2006  Family: NiMUD

Source �les: idirt  Published: 1996  Family: Aber

Source �les: AberMUD II  Published: 1989 

Comparison of move.c in NiMUD 2010, act_move.c in Merc 1993, then move.c in cDirt 1999;

cDirt
move.c
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NiMUD
move.c
2010 Percentage of lines considered “similar”

NiMUD:  move.c   7%
Lines similar to Merc: ~127
Total lines: ~1590

     is similar to

Merc: act_move.c  14%
Lines “used” in NiMUD: ~145
Total lines: ~990

Statement:

This is one of the “heavier” Merc/Diku inspired �les that shows greater similarity.  
We can see it averages out to be about 9.5% Merc versus NiMUD as a similarity 
ratio (averaging the percentages).  

We can say roughly 1/10th of NiMUD’s movement system is similar to Merc’s 
movement system.

I picked this one to illustrate where an area of great similarity is; and to show that 
indeed snippets of Merc/Diku MUD were used in NiMUD in places.

Later, I will compare the object manipulation system
(since MUDBytes.net brought it up)

Then, I will do a source-code wide comparison using  a document comparison 
tool, which I will release the results of.  

I argue fair use since such a small segment of Merc code is there, however I have 
out of courtesy mentioned them in this �le as suggested in their license -- in fact, 7 
lines in both �les that are marked as similar are directly related to copyright 
notices for Dikumud and Mercmud.  I do not think this makes the case for deriva-
tion, however, as only a snippet was used (about 145 lines).  Anyway, I am not 
“running a Dikumud” by having these 145 lines in my source code.  I run a NiMUD.

Blue shows �le naming similarity from Merc to Aber
Orange shows similar �le naming convention used across all four example MUDs
Purple shows �le naming comparison NiMUD, Merc, idirt, AberMUD II
Green shows �le naming comparison, NiMUD, Merc, idirt (Aber family)


